
Lifelines Center 
Vision Boards 

Linda Tenney, May 2011 

In 2011, I envisioned a unique cat sanctuary I called “Lifelines Center.” Think ‘cat shelter meets 
Starbucks.’ It would feature free-roaming cats, open play areas, treatment services, animal 
communication, education, boarding, adoption, grief support, retail area, snack bar, memorial 
garden & labyrinth, and more. People could come for support, for fun, to play, to learn, to heal. It 
would not be just a cat sanctuary, but a human retreat as well. 
 
These slides show some of my original ideas. I think you’ll agree, it would have been a cool place! 
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Jasmine Memorial Garden 
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About the Jasmine Memorial Garden 
 
A quiet retreat area for grieving clients, includes trees, flowers, water pools and 
fountains, a Rainbow Bridge, meandering paths, benches, a koi pond & butterfly 
pavilion (for the kitties!), memorial stone placements, and the Cat Walk 
labyrinth and altar area. (see next slides) 
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About the Cat Walk Labyrinth 
A path in the memorial garden (the cat’s tail) leads into The Cat Walk labyrinth. At the 
center is an altar where grieving clients can leave memorial stones, messages, 
flowers, treats, toys, and other memorials for their furry friends. A bird’s-eye view of 
the garden and labyrinth shows that it is in the shape of a cat with the labyrinth 
making up the cat’s haunches and tail. 
 
About Labyrinths in General 
When you walk a labyrinth, you meander back and forth, turning 180 degrees each 
time you enter a different circuit. As you shift your direction you also shift your 
awareness from right brain to left brain. This is one of the reasons the labyrinth can 
induce receptive states of consciousness. It can also help to balance the chakras. 
 
Each person's walk is a personal experience. How one walks and what one receives 
differs with each walk. Some people use the walk for clearing the mind and centering. 
Others enter with a question or concern. The time in the center can be used for 
receiving, reflecting, meditating, or praying, as well as discovering our own sacred 
inner space. What each person receives can be integrated on the walk out. Your walk 
can be a healing and sometimes very profound experience or it can be just a pleasant 
walk. Each time is different. 



Lifelines Center Client Personas 
CAT LOVER – Chantal, 16, lives with her mother and 2 brothers; she LOOOVES cats! OMG! She wants to be a 
vet tech, or maybe a cat groomer (do they have cat groomers?), or maybe a cat sitter! While visiting the 
adoptable cats at PetsMart, she saw a flyer for an “Intro to a Vet Tech Career” class at Lifelines. She 
convinced 2 of her friends to go, and now that they’ve seen the center, they’re coming back to apply for 
volunteer slots after school. They will also be unable to resist staying for mocha lattes with the kitties and 
over-spending in the gift shop. 

PET GRIEVER – Sandy, 39, single, apartment-dweller, works in a doctor’s office; she just lost her feline 
companion of 12 years, Buffy. She feels at a loss with how to handle her depression and lethargy. Using 
her EAP benefit, she visited a therapist, who gave Sandy a brochure for Lifelines. Sandy started 
attending the free weekly pet grief support group. She learned about animal communication for the first 
time there and booked a session with Lisa, our awesome Animal Communicator, to contact Buffy on the 
“other side.” She also purchased a flower essence formula for healing & grief and bought a memorial 
stone for Buffy that she will place in the Jasmine Memorial Garden. 

CAT AGNOSTIC - Henry, 68, a retired widower, has recently started dating Muriel, 59, 
who has 2 cats. Henry’s really taking a shining to Muriel’s sunny spirit, but he’s not too 
sure about the cats. He and his wife bred and raised bulldogs for 25 years; he says cats 
are stuck-up and no fun. He agreed to go to Lifelines with Muriel for a coffee and to “play 
with the cats” (yeah, right!). He was surprised to learn how friendly they are and got 
quite a chuckle watching the folks play with the cats in the Cats at Play room. He was 
impressed with the whole Scratching Post concept and bought a few toys from the Cat’s 
Claw machine for kids & kitties to play with. After the tour, he liked the center so much 
that he purchased an original cat painting for Muriel, who, by the way, will be boarding 
Romeo & Juliet there when they go to Bermuda in September. 
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